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Professor Brings Expertise, Students
To Underwater Research Lab
Jodee Hunt, assistant professor of
Biology, had students join her in
snorkeling gear in a northern Michigan lake this summer to observe and
record data about the habitat selection
and behavior of largemouth bass and
other fish . Now she is wading
through the data collection and, along
w ith three of her students, will be
giving presentations at professional
confere nces this fall.
Hunt and six students used Pine
Lake, a small inland lake in Michigan's Manistee County, as their
summer research lab. For 40 hou rs a
week, they mapped every quadrant of
the lake to learn about the fish
habitats and which fish were in which
habitat. Another component involved
marking and measuring the nests used
for spawning. Finally, the group
watched the parental behavior of 50
male bass during the three-week
spawning period .

study of any vertebrate, " says Hunt.
"Usually, biologists are looking at either
habitat or behavior, but not both. "

"To my knowledge few scientists
have done this broad a study, combining all the areas of data in one

Hunt, an expert in reproductive
ecology, became interested in this
particular study in 1994, when a

Biology senior Doug Wilson, left, and faculty member Jodee Hunt in Pine Lake.

representative of the U.S. Forest Service
heard her present a paper about the
effects of habitat manipulation o n nest
density and reproductive success of
largemouth bass.

GVSU Honors David McCullough
The campus community is invited
to attend a special convocation on
Tuesday, November 18, at 9:30 a.m.
in the Cook-DeWitt Center, when the
History Department will confer an
honorary degree on biographer David
McCullough. A reception will be held
before the event, beginning
at 8:30 a. m. , in the Cook-DeWitt
Center lounge.
McCullough, a noted historian,
lecturer, and teacher, is the
author of six widely
acclaimed books,
including Truman, one

of the most
popular
American
biographies of
all time and
w inner of the
Pulitzer Prize.
He received
the Charles
Frankel Prize
from President
Bill Clinton
and the
National
Endowment for the Humanities for his
contributions to the humanities. The

winner of several national lite rary
awards, McCullough has also received
an Emmy fo r his work in Public
Television.
His first book, The Johnstown Flood,
published in 1968, was followed by The
Great Brldge (1972), the story of the
building of the Brooklyn Bridge; The
Path Between the Seas 0977), an e pic
chronicle of the creation of the Panama
Canal; Mornings on Horseback (1981),
the life of young Theodore Roosevelt;
and Brave Companions 0992), essays
on heroic figures past and present.
continued on page 3
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Across Campus
Stewardship Important to
Faculty and Staff Donors

The G VSU Forum is
published by the Office of
U ni versity Communica tio ns
eve1y Monday w hen classes are
in sessio n and b iweekly during
the summer. The submission
dead line is Tuesday noon. Send
publicatio n item s to Kathleen
Adams, editor, c/ o th e FORUM
cc :Mail box. From off ca mpus,
ema il forum@gvsu .edu .
Te lepho ne: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE o n the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu .edu/
Faculty and staff m embers
ca n find an on line "Sketch es"
submissio n form on the Web
Site.

Endowments are funds set up to suppo rt
restricted projects or scholarships. Only a
portion of earnings is spendable; the principal
remains intact. The Grand Valley University
Endowment Fund is an investment pool fo r
multiple endowment funds. On June 30, the
market value was $26.73 million - in 1970,
the value was $638,285.
The University Endowment Fund is
invested in a diverse po1tfolio in ho ldings of
approximately 67 percent equities and 31
percent bonds, with the remaining ba lance in
Money Market funds and real estate. In the
1996-97 fiscal year, these investments earned
17.4 percent, or $4.94 million. Spending rates
of 5 percent of principal balances are allowed
annua lly to use the real income earned.
Remaining earnings are retained by the fund.
The growth in principal acts as a hedge
against inflation and protection from low
earning yea rs.
"Good stewardship of do no r do llars is
important when individuals consider making
a contribution to the university," says Nancee
Miller, Alumni Relations director and Faculty
Staff Campa ign coordinator. "Historica lly,
GVSU faculty and staff members have been
one of the biggest groups of supporters of the
endowments. Our gifts re present a tremendous investment in the future of GVSU. We
want to be sure that the university takes good
care of our contributions while at the same
time maximizes their earning potential. "

University Endowment Fund
Six-Year Cumulative Return History
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"Investment earnings have significantly
outperformed inflatio n," says Jim Bachmeie r,
assistant vice president for Business and
Finance. "The university's investment policy
continues to meet and exceed its goa l of
protecting distributions and endowment va lue
aga inst inflation."
Miller says that as faculty and staff me mbers consider making a contributio n to an
endowment fund during the 1997 Faculty
Staff Campaign, they can rest assured that d1e
university's investment policies will protect
their gifts and make them grow many times
over.
For mo re information on giving to GVSU,
call Mille r at x3595 or Dori Gates at x6530.
continued on page 4

Alumni Office Hosts Trip to California

"California, Here We Come" was the theme of a gathering of 100 GVSU alumni, faculty,
staff and other GVSU supporters in Davis, California, on November 6. Approximately 50
Grand Valley alumni, fa culty and staff members made the trip to see the football game
between the Lake1'S and tbe Universi~y of California at Davis. The Lakers lost 21-19 .
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Coming Events
Piano Duo Wraps Up Fall
Lunchbreak Series

Photographer Holds
Book Signing

O n Tuesday, November 18, duopianists Cla ire Aebersold and Ralph
Neiweem w ill present four-hand works
by Franz Schu bert at 12 noon, in Louis
Armstro ng Theatre. Praised as "consum-

David Plowden, a vis iting professor
in the School of Communications , will
talk and sign books at Schule r Books
and Music at 7 p.m. on Monday,
November 17. Plowden, who is
promoting his newest book, Imprints:
David Plowden: A Retrospective, has
twice exhibited his wo rks o n campus,
most recently in 1994.

Imprints features Plowden's lifework
over the past 40 yea rs, chronicling the
changing face of America.

Chinese Philosophers
To Speak at GVSU

mate practitioners of pianism" by the
Washington Post, the pianists have
to ured Italy, Iceland, Austria, and major
cities o f the United States. Graduates of
the New England Conservatory and the
Ju illiard School of Music, Aebersold and
Neiweem are members of the artist
fac ul ty o f Chicago's Music Center of the
North Shore.

On-Line Instruction
Forum Planned
The Facul ty Teaching and Lea rning
Center is spo nsoring a forum to discuss
"On-Line Instruction at GVSU" on
Tuesday, November 18, from 3-5 p.m.
in the Cook-DeWitt Center. Speakers
include Provost Glenn iemeyer, Brian
Cole , d irector of Program Development,
Dave Darnell , d irector of Academic and
Adm inistrative Computing, Hugh Jack,
assistant professor of Engineering, and
Kath1yn Waggoner, associate librarian .

On Friday, November 21 , the Office
of International Affairs, Department of
Philosophy, and East Asian Studies
Program are hosti ng two Chinese
philosophers from Fuda n University for
a symposium, titled "Seeking to Be
Human: The Releva nce o f Philosophy
in China Today." The symposium w ill
be held from 10-11 a.m. in the CookDeWitt Center. The Ch inese philosophers include Professor Wujing Yu,
chair of the Department of Philosophy
at Fudan and vice president of Shanghai Philosophy Society, who is a
visiting scholar at Harvard this year.
Professor Xiaoming Wu , vice dean of
the College o f Humanities at Fudan, is
at MIT as a visiting scholar. Following
the symposium , fac ulty members and
students will discuss "Philosophy and
Liberal Educatio n in China and in the
U.S." from 3-5 p.m. in the Muskegon
River Room in the Kirkhof Center.

Concerts Scheduled for
November 23
The Music Departme nt w il l present a
major choral/orchestral work at their
next concert at 3 p .m. , on Sunday,
November 23, in the Lou is Armstrong
Theatre. The GVSU Madrigal Ensemble
w ill sing Ital ian Madrigals; the Festival
Chorale , conducted by Shirley Lemon,
and the GVSU Singers and Chamber
Orchestra w ill perform the "Magnificat"
by Bach.

Solo ists include music performance
majors Angela Mertin and Tricia Hunkins; music fa cul ty member Dale
Schrieme r, baritone ; Diane PenningKoperski , soprano; and Matthew
Lehman, teno r. Elle n Pool, assistant
professor of Music, w ill conduct.
The Wind Ensemble and Concert
Band w ill perform at 8 p.m . in the Lo uis
Armstrong Theatre .

Date for UClub Holiday
Party Set
The University Club w ill hold its
annua l Holiday Party at the Schnitzelbank Restaurant o n Friday, Decembe r
12, w ith a cash bar at 6 p.m. and dinner
at 7 p.m.
The party, hosted by Bill and Mary
Seeger, has a 15-year histo1y with Gra nd
Va lley fac ulty and staff members. The
cost, wh ich includes d inner, tax and
gratui ty, is $17 for UClub members, and
$20 fo r non-membe rs. The restaurant is
located at 342 Jefferson S.E. , in Grand
Rapids.
Ca ll Mary Seeger by December 5, at
x3588, to make a reservatio n.

GVSU Honors
McCullough
continued from page 1

Truman, a work of ten years, was a
national bestseller - 43 wee ks o n Tbe
New York Times bestseller list in hard
cover and 24 weeks in pape rback.
McCullo ugh, the president o f the
Society of American Historians, ho lds
twenty honorary degrees and has
taug ht at Cornell University, Dartmouth
College, and the Wesleya n University
Writers Conference.
To m illio ns of television viewers,
McCullo ugh is also known as the host
of "The American Experience" and
narrator of munerous PBS documentaries, including "The Civil War. "
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Calendar of Events
General Events
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS
Galle1y Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thurs. All activities on the Allenda le Campus unless
otherwise noted.
*Indicates fee ; all other cu ltural and general events located
on campus are free of charge.
Thurs. , Nov. 6-Fri., Nov. 28

Galle1y Hours: The Art of Eveiyday Living: Posters from the
Permanent Collection of the Muskegon Museum of Art.
Calder Ga lle1y, CFAC.
Tues., Nov. 18

8:30 a.m.: Coffee reception honoring David McCullough.
Lounge, CDC.
9:30 a.m.: Convocation presented by the History Department
honoring David McCullough . CDC.
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.: New Facu lty Free Lunch Series III,
"Connecting Teaching and Scholarsh ip/ Creative Activity."
Rogue River Room, KC. Call x2281 to RSVP.
12 noon: Noon Concert: Lunchbreak Series. Aebersold and
Neiweem, duo-pianists. LAT.
12-1 :30 p.m .: The French Scholars' Forum "Un negre, des
negres ." Conference Room, CDC.
12-2 p.m.: Women's Commission Open Meeting. 106 STU.
3-5 p.m.: Facu lty Teaching & Learning Center forum, "Online Instruction at GVSU." CDC Auditorium .
Wed. , Nov. 19

10-11 a.m.: Student Employee Training. Grand River Room ,
KC. Call x2215.
7-9 p.m.: SHAPE Ae robic Challenge, Basic Training. Cost $2 .
Rec Center Courts, FH.

T hurs., Nov. 20

10-11 a.m .: Student Employee Training. 411 EC. Ca ll x2215.
12-1:30 p .m.: New Faculty Free Lunch Series III , "Connecting Teaching and Scholarship/ Creative Activity." Conference Room , CDC. Ca ll x2281 to RSVP.
1-3 p.m.: COT Development Workshop "How to Eat an
Elephant .. .at Work. " Muskegon River Room , KC. Ca ll
x2215.
9 p.m.: WGVU Jazz Night at the B.O.B. Joshu a Breakstone.
Sat. , Nov. 22

8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. University-Community
Orchestra. LAT, CFAC.
Sun. , Nov. 23

3 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Choral Concert LAT

c~c.

·

'

8 p.m. : Music Department Concert. Symphonic Wind
Ensemble and Concert Band. LAT, CFAC.

Sports
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to cha nge .
Thurs., Nov. 20
6 p.m.: Women's Basketball at Hillsdale College. Hillsdale .
7:30 p .m.: Men's Basketball at Hillsdale College. Hi llsda le.
Fri., Nov. 21

5 p .m .: Men's & Women's Swimming & Diving at Hope
College. Holland .
Sat., Nov. 22
2 p.m.: Men's & Women's Swimming & Diving at Wayne
State University. Detroit.
1 p.m.: Women's Basketball at University of Findlay. Findlay, OH.
3 p .m.: Men's Basketball at University of Findlay. Findlay, OH.

Across Campus
continued.from page 2

Professor Produces CD
Of Organ Music
Phil Pratt, professor of Mathematics and Statistics,
produced a CD of organ selections from the past 10 years of
his concerts for Heartside Chapel, which se1ves the poor
and home less populatio n of Grand Rapids . The recording
includes the Widor "Toccata," the Bach's "Toccata and
Fugue in D Minor, " the "Finale" from Vierne's first o rgan
symphony, and 10 other selections.
The CD, titled "Organ Music from the Heart," is available
free of charge. To obtain a copy, send an e-mail message to
Pratt.

Reminder from Benefits Office
The 1998 Personalized Benefits Program Enrollment
Form deadline is November 21. The IRS requires that
a form be completed and submitted annually to elect
or confirm benefit plan choices, even if there are no
changes from the previous year. Send completed forms
to the Human Resources Office, 140 Lake Michigan
Hall.
For assistance, contact the Benefits Office at x2220.

